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CUNETR

t is not often you get a

request for chips ar a phota

shoot. Sushi, salads, herbal

tea, yes. Greasy bags of

vinggary potatoes, no. But

then our cover star is not

a typical subject. Full-time

teacher. (she arrives, having

just fimshed work ar Se

Marks Community School

in Tallaght), Aoibhinn Ni

Shailleabhiin is perhaps the

first person we have shot that is not a full-

time actress, singer, model or presenier. In

facr, she is quire explicit thar her first love is

her day job. *Teaching is my career and my

vocation. | don't think you can be a good

teacher if vou don't love it. Because you

have w love vour students in some way,

vou have to care how they ger on. They

don’t have to be an honours class, vou just
want them to do as well as they can.”

A love of numbers and alchemy is

something she can always remember, but

she didn't ever think it would lead w a

career. “When | was five [ wanted 1o be a

love teaching maths, | am passionate about
extending thar 1o make other people enjoy
lit]. S0 many people say they hate maths but
it can be a really grear experience and comes
in to every single job you do and into your
life — even calculating 30 per cent off in the
sales, People should be able to problem salve,
and shouldnt be frightened of something
they haven'r seen before, they should be able
to say ‘T have the wools for this®.”

This combinarion of theoretical physics
graduate and maths teacher seem at odds
with entermg a pageant and media life, but
there are more similanities to the vanous
hats she wears than people would imaging,
she explains, “It's not as opposed as it seems
because reaching is quite like performing,
because you are kind of presenting all the
time. Bur media work is just a different
challenge. | got into it acadentally, and |
amn very lucky that | don't rely on it.™ But
the contrast of being in the public eye and
also being in a classroom is not ome that
vou would think o sit easily together. “The
students don'tknow me assomeone whoison
television, they know me as Miss O'Sullivan,

compete for the Aw Cir Trophy through
a succession of ‘chow-offs’, the winner
of each hear going through to the grand
final with the chance to win €1,000 prize.
Throughout the shows, you also ger the
background to the songs themselves, “We
got @ go all around the country,”™ she
explains, *just sitting in people’s kirchens
drinking tea, discussing the stories and
where they learnt them and how far
back they went in the generations of the
familles. It was lovely, visiting parss of
the country 1 haven't been to before, such
beautiful places, rural, not isolated bur
almost wild,™

The chance o continue her comimitment
to the Irish language was something she
also relished, a love of which was given
to her from a very carly age. Born in
Mayo, the eldest of six and the only girl,
her mother Maire, vice-principal of the
Gaelscoil in Castlebar, and her father
Art, a native Irish speaker from Corr na
Mana, Galway and director of the Mayo
Education Centre, raised their children in
2 bilingual houschold. She describes her

“The SJ[UdeI’T[S don't know me as someone who is on
television, they know me as Miss O'Sullivan, and | am their maJ[hS

teacher and iwil gie them letention ey

don't have their

witch but | figured thar may not be really
possible so the next best thing was to be a
scienitist because at least they could make
potions. So it's really funny that 1 ended
up doing thar. T always loved numbers
and puzzles,” she contnues, “but | have
to thank my carcer guidance teacher
because we did our aptiade tests and |
actually wanted to do communications
and journalism, which | would have been
terrible atr. She sat me down and said you
are good ar this bur you seem to be really
good ar maths, At that time | didn't even
know you could do a degree course in it
s0 | looked into it and rheorencal physics
seemied just brilliang, | loved ralking about
hlack holes and quantum physics.”

For many though, maths class does not
bring back happy memories, something
Acibhinn is on a mission oo change. *1
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and T am their maths eacher and 1 will give
them detention if they don't have their
homework done! They are teenagers and
have far mare to be thinking abour than me
and my life.” Bur could she imagine giving it
all up for a life in the full imelight? “1 could
imagine doing it [working in the media) full
time bur there are far berter people in the
mdustry who have worked their way up and
deserve to be in it more than [ would be. |
juse papped into it, [ didn’t do all the making
tea and photocopying and researching so |
feel like a bir of a chear and sometimes |
think they will find me out!”

That seems unlikely, as this March sces
her presenting her first solo show Am Cir,
a bi-lingual three part series that features
six largely English-speaking choirs from all
over the country as they learn, rehearse and
perform popular Gaelic songs. The choirs

OMmework

done!"

upbringing as sounding ‘rwee’ now, and
it does sound pretty idyllic; helping her
uncles bring in the ocats ar the harvest,
making hay houses with her brothers in the
local farmer’s fields. And the influence of
growing up with all boys has lefr its mark,
she is quick ro point out thar she & por
a ‘girly girl". *We made prety good tree
houses back in the day, | will go our and
mess about with the best of them.” One
of her favourite pastimes is fishing. *T am
terrible ar i, but it's just mce to sit on the
lake and look at the mountains, ir sounds
so quaint! Bur it is lovely to do, especially
in May when all the rhododendrons are in
bioom and it's just all purple.”

Her tom-boyishness stayed with her
nght unnl she left school and Mayo for
UCD and three vears of theoretical physics.
“1 was so not into fashion,” she recalls, #1



Was so not into faShK)ﬂ
Wes oblivious to it, | look back and
lam mortified. 1rad fire
eﬂg[ﬂe red hair and my tongue
WES plercedr'
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was oblivious to i, | look back and 1 am
mortified. | had fire engine red hair and
my tongue was pierced.” Despire this, one
night over a bottle of wine with a friend she
revealed that a secrer ambition had always
been to enter the Rose of Tralee. Though
her friend had been sworn to secrecy, on
the day of her final exam her father rang
with a surprise. *He said: *You have to be
home on Tuesday because 1 have entered
you into the Rose of Tralee comperirion”,
I said nor a chance because [ am having a
house party on Saturday. We had this big
row, | was really cross.”™

Nevertheless, after finishing her exams
{and gaining a first class honours degree)
she showed up for the regional judging
day. *1 was so embarrassed, everyone was
dressed up in high heels and | had just my
litele flats on. My mum was with me and
said “vou have to wear my shoes!' so 1
squeezed into her heels thar were two sizes
too small for me and did the interview on
stage, and then expected to go home and
for it to all be over. But [ went though to
the regional finals. | thoughr this is the
pinnacle of it now, | didn’t expect to get
through that but [ did, We had the most
gorgecus sommer. | have three aunties
on my dad’s side and three on my mum'’s
side and we all did the g shopping trips
and got all the outfits so it was a Jovely
tamily occasion. And then we went down
o Tralee and 1 thought it would also all
end there, | even remember saving to one
af the girls that [ just couldn't wair to get
into my jeans.”

But it didn’t all end there, in fact i just
began, with her winning the title and being
catapulted in to the spotlight, opening up
opportunities she had never dreamed of,
“Evervthing just kicked off from thar,
anything that has happened in the media
has just come from that. | am so graeful o
the festival. [ went all over the world that
year, having dinner with ambassadors,
Amernican consuls. It was such a learning
experience  becavse vou would land
somewhere and be told in fifteen minutes
you have to niake a speech, Its
great traming.”

From there she went on to
do three series with the weekly
topical show The Pamel on
RTE One and made gues
appearances on  many TG4
shows  including | bhFaeus,
Arddn, An Teath Nua and
Timpeall na Tire, presenting
mraditional Irsh music show
The Reel Deal in 2009 and co-
hosting the BT Young Scientist
and  Technology Exhibition
Opening Ceremonies  and !
Award Ceremonies for the T
last five years. All this adding
to her already sigmificant achievemens
in traditional music, winning vanous
awards for Sean-Mas singing, playving the
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| CAN’T LIVE
- WITHOUT

I hanes pust finished
Asbacca by Daphne Du
Mavsiar, and | actually think
It = vy ey fevousile Dook.
| aat books, | man and
rend, | nesdl that, | gat vary
upsat if | don't have ons, |
am npng 1o get through the
classics, | st read Catcher
and the Aye, and | Bm
going 10 try Jane Austens
sif”

Elizabeth Arden
8-Hour Cream
°| ahways have this in the
car and aevers! fip baims
an tha go.”

Rear Window
“Grace Koly is just so baautiful i that
mavie, that grean outhit, sha s just
QONGenUs.®

concertina, andtourmg America, Japan and
Europe with the rraditional group Ripgus as
their singer.

Music doesn't feature as. much now,
with a good deal of her spare time devored
to her main passion, maths and education,
“I am the teachers” representative on a
Government mask force for the new maths
syllabus and it's really nice having thar
voice and being so involved. Luckily 1 am
teaching in a project school so
as well as teaching studenrs 1 am
training teachers in the evenings.
1 really love it.”

Aaibhinn says she does wanr
a family at some stage, bur the
twenry-seven-vear-old says she
is in no rush. “1 would like 1o
have a house in the west of
Ircland, and little people bur we
will see. That's toa far ahead
for me.” The subject of family
and home life leads vs ro the
topic of a certain relationship
with another TV presenter. This
however, is not a something she
is willing to discuss. She admirs
(just about) o currently being
single, enjoving nights out {and
in) with her friends, but as to her
famous relationship with Ryan
Tubridy she remains completely
tight-lipped, preferring 1o say
she finds the curiosity in her
personal life baffling. =1 don't
think everybody is subjected 1o
the same amount of curiosity.
It's just a job, I am not in it for
celebriry, | think it's impartant o
keep private life private. | know

the argument is "well, it's public
if you are gaing to events,
if you arc going 1o awards
ceremonies’, but vou are
nvited to them, and should
you just not go to them because
you are not willing to talk about
your private life? The way 1 think
about it is, if | am not going to nng
up my second cousin and tell them
about i, then they shouldnt have 1o
read about 1.7
That doesn't stop  people  being
interested  however. For now, though,
she scems content to focus on her work
both in and out of the public eye, and is
keen to see people fecling optimistic again
ahout the future. “We need 1o get back
to positivity, | think the new show has a
role there now. We really need ro ger back
to what actually means something, our
culture i so important and we need to
hone in on it and sell it again Iv brings
peaple together and we shouldn’ ever
forget that.”

An Cir starts Monday 7 March at 8:30pm
o RTF. ﬂﬂf.



It's just a Ob Jm notin it for
the celebrlty | think
its IMPOrtant tokeep
private ife private’




THE BIG STORY

The seeper-glam, 70s vibe wasn't restricied to makeup this season: hair was shiny,
glossy and very, very big. At Mare Jacobs and Mare by Mare lacobs, bair was
beauvily textured; a erimped effect was brushed through to create an airy, loose
ook with a matte texture, At fulfen Macdonald, Giles and Jobn Richmond it
was e ferry Hall glam with bair big and wavy,

SECTION THE HAIR then soak each
saction In hairspray and cur it with large
barrel tongs or rodlers.
a)CCIMPLETE THE WHOLE HEAD then
#=f byrush through to release the curls. Use
straighteners at the ends o create a maodam
twist on the look.
& »TO FINISH THE STYLE and ensure the
 Fwaves are defined, apply a few drops of
smoothing serum on the hand then spread it
lightly onta a hairbrush,
A4 GENTLY RUN THE BRUSH through hair
to smooth down any fiyaways and create
that all-important shine,

CLOCKWISE FROM RIGHT Elvive Nutri-Gloss Serum [(€9.99)
by L'Oreal Paris; Catwalk Your Highness Thickening Gel
Crésme (€11.40) by TIGL The O (€185, pack of medism
rollars, €20.15] of Dylan Bradshaw
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